We studied the age at first pregnancy and age at onset of breast cancer among 162 females at 50 % genetic risk, 72 of whom had already developed the disease. We then compared them to 154 consecutively ascertained breast cancer patients from the Creighton Cancer Center. In the hereditary subset (1) early first term pregnancy did not alter the frequency of breast cancer; (2) early age at first term pregnancy was not associated with an earlier age at cancer diagnosis; and (3) age of breast cancer onset in nulliparous females was not significantly lower than that in females having at least one term pregnancy. We speculate, therefore, that in our hereditary population, pregnancy does not influence the natural history of breast cancer in the same way that it does in the population at large. Breast canicer, genetics, and age at first pregnanicy that is, the frequency of females affected as a function of age at first pregnancy did not show a significant positive correlation (t-l -1, NS) against developing the disease (fig 1) .
Among the females from the hereditary population who eventually developed the disease, early age at first term pregnancy was not significantly correlated with an earlier onset of breast cancer (t= 1-6, NS), whereas those from the consecutive series did show a significant earlier age at diagnosis with an earlier age at first pregnancy ( figs 2 and 3) .
Age at diagnosis of breast cancer in the hereditary subset was not significantly different in parous than in nulliparous females (t= 1 .17, NS). 
